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Gov. Ron DeSantis wants college students
to be protected from punitive actions taken
by universities for violating COVID-19
guidelines.

Savannah Kunkle is leading the organization
of Homecoming this year. She knew
Harborside Activities Board was the right
place for her as soon as she began her college
career.

Homecoming will be held virtually this year.
Meet your Homecoming court.

THE CROW ’S NEST
T H E C A M P U S N E W S PA P E R AT U N I V E R S I T Y O F S O U T H F L O R I D A S T. P E T E R S B U R G

Volume 55, Issue 7 - October 5, 2020 | Online at crowsneststpete.com

Tuition unchanged
– for now –
as USF wields
budget ax
By Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he COVID-19
pandemic, which
has forced much
of USF’s operations into a
virtual lockdown, has also
dug a $36.7 million hole in its
annual budget.
But students won’t see
increases in tuition and fees –
at least not yet.
In a lengthy message to
the university community
on Thursday, President
Steve Currall noted that the
undergraduate base tuition
rate for Florida residents is set
each year by the Legislature
and was not increased for the
2020-2021 budget year.
The USF Board of Trustees
also has not “requested any
increase at this time,” the
message said.
The tuition picture may
well change, however.
Last month the state board
that oversees Florida’s 12
public universities discussed
the possibility of a tuition
increase, citing the pandemic
and a survey that shows
Florida’s average tuition of
$6,352 is the second lowest in
the country, according to the
Tampa Bay Times.
Although Currall’s
announcement Thursday
stressed the salary cuts that he
and other campus leaders will
take, several professors told
the Times that they also expect
faculty layoffs in the months
ahead.
The pandemic has hit
America’s college campuses
hard, forcing schools to go
remote on many or all classes,
close some of their residence
halls, impose expensive safety
measures, and cancel or
postpone traditional activities.
In Florida, it also has
driven down state tax and
lottery revenue.
“Public higher education
has perhaps never faced such
financial obstacles,” Currall
said.
The Board of Governors,
which oversees Florida’s
public universities, has
ordered each school to cut its
budget by 8.5 percent by June
30, 2021, with still more cuts
likely after that.
>> SEE BUDGET on P6
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Mayor on consolidation:
Told you so

COURTESY OF RICK KRISEMAN

COURTESY OF USF

St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman (left) says that USF President Steve Currall shows the same
lackluster support for St. Petersburg that his predecessor, Judy Genshaft, displayed for years.
By Nancy McCann
CONTRIBUTOR

A

s the USF
administration
was planning for
consolidation in late 2018,
St. Petersburg Mayor Rick
Kriseman and 19 other elected
officials in Pinellas County
wrote a letter outlining
concerns and suggestions.
One suggestion was
straightforward: Keep USF
St. Petersburg accessible
to Pinellas high school
graduates.
“We share the desire to
boost USF’s standing, and the
benefits those rankings bring,
but would emphasize that
USFSP remain attainable for
the diverse array of students
that call Pinellas County
home,” the letter said.
Now, nearly two years
later, freshman enrollment in
St. Petersburg has plummeted
after campus admissions
requirements were rapidly
raised to meet the university’s
aims under consolidation.
This fall, the once-thriving
downtown campus has less
than half of the first-time
freshmen it had in 2016, with
only one new black freshman
— and Kriseman is unhappy.
In a told-you-so interview
with The Crow’s Nest, the

mayor said the stunning
enrollment figures are
“exactly what we feared”
would happen.
He said USF President
Steve Currall is offering the
same lackluster support for St.
Petersburg that predecessor
Judy Genshaft showed for
years as she focused on her
primary goal of making USF
a preeminent state research
university.
“This preeminence and the
money that comes with it will
‘lift all boats.’ That’s all fine
and dandy if you have a ticket
to get in the boat,” Kriseman
said.
The mayor was referring
to the reason often given
for consolidation – “a rising
tide lifts all boats” – by
state Rep. Chris Sprowls,
R-Palm Harbor, the principal
architect of the legislation
that abolished USF St.
Petersburg’s independence
and required the three USF
campuses to seek single
accreditation.
The “rising tide” refers to
USF Tampa’s achievement
in 2018, when it became one
of Florida’s three preeminent
universities.
“If you’re not sitting in the
boat, it doesn’t matter that the
boat gets lifted,” Kriseman
said.

The November 2018 letter
was signed by Kriseman,
U.S. Rep. Charlie Crist, D-St.
Petersburg, three Democratic
state legislators, and every
member of the St. Petersburg
City Council and Pinellas
County Commission – both
Democrats and Republicans.
In recent months, however,
many of those officials have
gone silent.
Crist did not respond to an
interview request from The
Crow’s Nest.
Neither did County
Commissioner Ken Welch, a
USF St. Petersburg graduate
who once raised concerns
about the declining number of
black students on campus.
And neither did Chris
Steinocher, the president and
CEO of the St. Petersburg
Area Chamber of Commerce.
He did not sign the letter, but
he repeatedly questioned the
need for consolidation and
the way Tampa administrators
were planning for it.
City Council member Ed
Montanari has agreed to an
interview this week.
Kriseman said he couldn’t
explain the silence of other
elected officials, but he
speculated that many of
them may be unaware of
recent developments in
consolidation.

One reason may be the
Tampa Bay Times, which
has not covered those
developments in its news
columns or addressed them
editorially since the retirement
of longtime editor of editorials
Tim Nickens in May.
Kriseman said he “was not
surprised” that Provost Ralph
Wilcox mentioned nothing
about the dramatic decline in
the number of new freshmen
in St. Petersburg when he
gave his annual enrollment
report to the USF Board of
Trustees last month.
“You would hope they
would live up to their
bargain, but that doesn’t
seem to be what we are
seeing,” Kriseman said. “It’s
disappointing.
“Likewise, you would
expect the Board of Trustees
to do their job and ask
questions. This isn’t supposed
to be just one campus in one
university. There are three.”
The trustees could be
the reason, according to
Kriseman, for the reluctance
demonstrated by Currall to
give Regional Chancellor
Martin Tadlock the authority
to run a full branch campus
with its own hiring and budget
authority, as prescribed in
state law.
>> SEE MAYOR on P2
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Fiery first presidential debate garners
mixed reactions

By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

P

resident Donald
Trump and Joe Biden
took the stage Sept.
29 for the first presidential
debate.
Fox News’ Chris Wallace
moderated the debate and
outlined six topics for the
candidates to discuss: the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
economy, the outlook for the
Supreme Court, race relations,
election results and candidate
records.
In a post-debate CNN
poll, 60 percent of debate
watchers believed Biden won
the debate, while 28 percent
believed Trump won.
Students had mixed
reactions to the overall
performance of each
candidate.
Junior political science
major Victor Macias supports
Biden’s candidacy, but
believes Trump won the
debate.
“The purpose of these
debates is not to propose
substantive answers to the
questions,” Macias said.
“(Biden allowed) himself to
be slandered repeatedly due
to the simple fact that Biden
refused to address accusations
hurled by Trump with the
same ferocity.”
Senior interdisciplinary
science major Chelsi Chavez
contends that Biden won the
debate.
“Most of Trump’s
points were extremely
overexaggerated or (didn’t)
make sense or (were) just
wrong,” Chavez said. “Biden
had facts and information to
back his points.”
Lexi Bishop, a junior
political science major,
believes those who did
not watch the debate were
ultimately victorious.
“Neither candidate won,”
Bishop said in an email to
The Crow’s Nest. “There

have been multiple fact
checkers that have debunked
many lies spewed by both
candidates. The way everyone
acted in the debate was an
embarrassment to the nation.”
The COVID-19 pandemic
was consistently discussed
throughout the debate.
According to Pew
Research Center, 62 percent
of voters said the pandemic
will play a large role in their
vote in November.
Bishop doesn’t believe the
topic made a large impact on
the debate.
“The responses about
COVID from Biden were
mostly factually incorrect and
Trump didn't really respond;
he just told Biden he was
wrong,” Bishop said.
Macias was disappointed
in Biden’s handling of this
topic.
“Literally all he had to
do was stick to the facts
and he would have called
Trump’s actions regarding
the pandemic into serious
question,” Macias said.
“Instead of this, he opted
to blame the entire broad
spectrum of consequences
brought about by the
coronavirus solely on Trump,
which was a horribly
ineffective rhetorical point.”
The economy, which
has been impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic was
also discussed.
Chavez believed Biden
intertwining the topics of
COVID-19 and the economy
was effective.
“It was really helpful to
show that the stock market
(improving) does not mean
the economy is,” Chavez said.
“There is a huge divide in
fiscal growth for the 1 percent
and (the rest of the country).”
The race relations segment
included the one of the most
discussed moments of the
night.
When asked to denounce
white supremacy and right-

MAYOR, continued from P1
“I’m not surprised by the
positions he (Currall) has
taken because the positions
President Genshaft had taken
were supported by her board,”
Kriseman said. “And this
is the same board that hired
President Currall.”
Genshaft suggested that
both USF St. Petersburg
and USF Sarasota-Manatee
could be “somewhere inbetween” a less prestigious
instructional site and a branch
campus, even after a state
consolidation task force
recommended they be full
branch campuses as defined
by the regional accrediting
agency.
“I think he (Currall) came
in knowing where the trustees’

heads were,” Kriseman said.
The 2018 letter from the
elected officials said that,
under consolidation, St.
Petersburg should keep the
Kate Tiedemann College
of Business. It became the
Kate Tiedemann School of
Business and Finance, fitting
the consolidation model that
no college deans are in St.
Petersburg anymore.
“I’m not surprised,” said
Kriseman. “All of this is what
we were concerned about. It
really kind of neutered the
St. Pete campus in so many
different ways.”
Kriseman said indications
that the Tampa administration
would like to have a single
budget for the entire

wing hate groups, Trump did
not directly denounce them.
“Sure,” Trump said. He
proceeded to ask for a name.
When Wallace, the moderator,
named the Proud Boys, a
designated right-wing hate
group, Trump responded by
saying: “Proud Boys, stand
back and stand by.”
Bishop believes Trump
adequately responded to
the request to denounce
white supremacists, but was
confused by his statement
regarding the Proud Boys.
“When asked if he was
willing to condemn white
supremacy, his response was
‘sure,’ which is the English
language is the equivalent
of yes,” Bishop said. “When
asked to do so right then (and)
there, he told the Proud Boys
to ‘stand down and stand by.’
The first part of that, good.
The second part, I don't really
understand. But being that he
was talking as fast as possible
and had little regard (for)
what he was actually saying
90 percent of the time. He
probably did not fully think

about what he was saying.
Ignorance is not an excuse;
however, he did do as asked.”
Chavez believes Trump
was placating to his base with
his response.
“It is obvious that Trump
is not concerned with racial
tension in this country,”
Chavez said. “He is only
interested in keeping his
following, which includes
many people with racist
views. (He) does not want to
step on their toes.”
Amid the COVID-19
pandemic, election security
has emerged as one of the
leading contentions between
Trump and Biden.
They offered dramatically
different views on the election
results, as Trump continued
to question the efficacy of
mail-in voting and Biden
committed to accept the
election results.
Trump’s answers regarding
election results struck fear
into Macias.
“Trump’s reaction to the
question of whether or not
he would accept the results

COURTESY OF THE WHITE HOUSE

of the election (is) actually
terrifying,” Macias said. “(He)
cited random conspiracy
theories about ballots with his
name on (them) being found
to have been thrown away to
manipulate the election.”
Macias is also afraid that
Trump’s comments alone may
lead to voter intimidations and
suppression.
“Not only did Trump
attempt to scare the voters
away from the (voting) booths
by insinuating that their votes
wouldn’t count, but he also
blatantly encouraged voter
intimidation by his supporters
at voting centers,” Macias
said.
Bishop believes Biden
mishandled this topic and was
wrong.
“Biden just denied the facts
and tried to make personal
jabs at the president,” Bishop
said. “I have a feeling that the
outcome of this election will
end up in the Supreme Court.”
The next two debates are
now up in the air after Trump
tested positive for COVID-19.

COURTESY OF THE WHITE HOUSE

Joe Biden (left) and Donald Trump’s first presidential debate was considered
by many to be one of the worst debates in modern American history.
university also “shouldn’t
come as a surprise” even
though state law requires a
separate budget for each of the
three campuses.
“If it’s all one budget, then
there’s no transparency about
how little one campus may be
getting,” he said.
The budget and the
enrollment numbers are
crucially linked, Kriseman
said.
“Funding is tied to student
admissions. When admissions
are down, funding is down.
And this campus’ revenues
are down significantly, as I
understand it, because of the
loss of admissions.”
Kriseman said it could be
time to look back at the letter

he signed almost two years
ago with the other elected
officials to “make sure they
are also aware” of the recent
issues.
“All of this is what we
were concerned about . . .
whether it’s taking authority
away from Regional
Chancellor Tadlock and who
reports to him, or the budget,
or diversity, or admissions
requirements.
“If you start looking at all
of these collectively – and
that’s the key – it seems like a
big deal.”
The Crow’s Nest sought
interviews with Jordan
Zimmerman, a Fort
Lauderdale advertising
executive who is chair of the

Board of Trustees; trustee
Mike Griffin, a Tampa
businessman who chaired the
consolidation task force; and
trustee Stephanie Goforth, a
banker who chairs the Campus
Advisory Board that helps
oversee the St. Petersburg
campus.
University spokesperson
Adam Freeman responded that
“board members will discuss
matters related to accreditation
and consolidation at the
appropriate time during future
board meetings.”
Sprowls, the architect of
consolidation and incoming
speaker of the Florida House
of Representatives, has not
responded to several interview
requests in recent weeks.
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Partygoers: Don’t fear,
Governor DeSantis is here
By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

F

ollowing strict
enforcement
of COVID-19
guidelines from
universities around
the country, Gov. Ron
DeSantis is floating the
idea of creating a “College
Bill of Rights.”
Punishments for
violating COVID-19
guidelines at universities
have ranged from mass
suspensions to expulsions.
Twenty New York
University students
were suspended in the
first week of classes for
violating social distancing
guidelines.
After 11 first-year
Northeastern University
students were found
gathered in a hotel room,
they were dismissed from
the university.
Florida State
University recently
announced it would be
punishing students who
do not comply with the
university’s COVID-19
policies.
DeSantis does not agree
with the actions that have
been taken by various
universities.
“I personally think
it’s incredibly draconian
that a student would get
potentially expelled for
going to a party,” DeSantis
said. “That’s what college
kids do.”
DeSantis has not
specified when or how he
would enact a potential
‘bill of rights.’
Students had mixed
reactions to DeSantis’
proposal.
Junior finance major
Brennon Larsen agrees
with the guidelines for
COVID-19, but questions
the punitive measures
taken by some universities.
“I think it is of the

utmost importance to
stay as safe as possible
to protect yourself from
COVID-19,” Larsen said.
“However, that does not
mean you need to stay
inside your home or dorm
at all times and not live
your life. For 18 to 22
year old young adults to
be expelled for ‘partying’
is very extreme in my
opinion. (It is) not right
to ruin someone’s life
because a college thinks
they are doing something
wrong.”
Junior marine biology
major Caleb Crawford
agrees that expulsion is
harsh, but believes punitive
decisions should be left up
to the universities.
“I agree with him that
it is a harsh punishment,”
Crawford said. “I know
what he’s trying to do, but
I feel like it should be up
to each college (to decide)
how they want to punish

students.”
Connor Baird, a junior
political science major
and SG senator, has many
criticisms of DeSantis, but
understands his perspective
on this issue.
“I cannot say that
I disagree with him,”
Baird said in an email to
The Crow’s Nest. “When
you become a college
student you assume new
responsibilities that many
of us did not have in high
school. We (essentially)
become adults. This is why
I support a college ‘bill of
rights.’”
Baird also encouraged
students to continue
to follow COVID-19
guidelines.
“At the same time, with
this new responsibility,
we have to ensure we are
following basic guidelines
to keep ourselves and those
around us safe,” Baird
said.

AYA DIAB | THE CROW’S NEST

In opposition to expulsions and suspensions
across the country, Gov. Ron DeSantis
suggested a “College Bill of Rights.”

‘Shatter Me’ explores youth
mental health
By Catherine Hicks
chicks@usf.edu

I

recently completed
my re-read of Shatter
Me by Tahereh Mafi, a
compelling dystopian novel
that showcases some of the
problems most concerning to
its intended audience - young
adults.
In a future where the
havoc of climate change
and the overexertion of
governmental powers has
created a desolate, militarized
country that struggles to feed

its citizens, Juliette Feras
has been imprisoned in a
mental asylum for having
a superpower: her touch is
fatal.
Mafi utilizes lyrical, poetic
writing and non-traditional
syntax to demonstrate the
chaos of living with a mental
illness through Juliette’s
character and thoughts, while
also addressing societal
issues present in the futuristic
landscape.
Throughout the book,
the reader is met with lines
of thoughts that are crossed

out — thoughts that Juliette
herself doesn’t want to admit
or confront. As we witness
her character growth through
the continuation of this book,
and the rest of the series,
these crossed out lines of
thought lessen in number.
In this dystopian future,
the government as we
know it has been replaced
with a movement known
as ‘The Reestablishment’,
an authoritarian, tyrannical
government that controls its
citizens to the highest degree
and treats only those with a

THE C ROW ’S NE ST
Florida given the green light
for phase three

COURTESY OF GAGE SKIDMORE

Gov. Ron DeSantis’ “Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step
Plan,” for phase three of Florida’s reopening
went into effect immediately after his Sept. 25
announcement.
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu

O

n Sept. 25, Gov.
Ron DeSantis
announced Florida
will be moving into phase
three of its reopening plan.
DeSantis’ “Safe. Smart.
Step-by-Step Plan,” which
went into effect immediately,
allows for all restaurants and
select businesses to open at
full capacity.
Previously, these
establishments have operated
at 50 percent capacity, as
outlined in phase two.
“There will not be
limitations from the state of
Florida,” DeSantis said.
DeSantis further clarified
that if local ordinances
prohibit restaurants from
reopening at full capacity,
they can reopen at a minimum
capacity of 50 percent.
If the local government
wants to prevent businesses
from opening at the mandated
50 percent or higher, they can
make a case to the state as
to why they want to enforce
these restrictions as well as
the cost involved.
Local restaurant Red Mesa
Cantina, at 128 3rd St. S,
opted not to immediately open
at 100 percent capacity.
“As far as opening up at
full capacity, we decided not
to,” said Jamie Mccorick,
general manager at Red Mesa.
“We are open at 75 percent
capacity. We still require all
of our staff and customers
to wear a mask and check
our employees’ temperatures
before their shift.”

military use fairly.
The Reestablishment sees
Juliette’s deadly touch as a
potential weapon, but Juliette
has other plans. For the
first time in her life, Juliette
realizes that she doesn’t
have to allow her life to be
controlled by others, and
fights for the hope to claim

The executive order,
signed just days after
Florida’s bars and
breweries were given the
green light to reopen,
ensures that “no COVID-19
emergency ordinance may
prevent an individual from
working or from operating a
business.”
“A successful reopening
with robust economic growth
is directly tied to a healthy
society,” said Stephen Diasio,
USF St. Petersburg Clinical
Professor of Entrepreneurship
and Innovation. “Opening
up without sound protocols,
processes, and safety
measures undermine a
sustainable economic rebound
and creates uncertainty for
businesses, for workers and
for society.
“It’s simple, safety out in
public has consequences for
safety within our homes and
in our schools. Without proper
protocols in public, how can
we expect different results
within our homes and in our
schools.”
Since the order was signed,
Manatee County has become
one of the first counties in
the state to repeal their mask
mandate.
County commissioners
voted 4-3 on Tuesday to drop
the countywide face mask
requirement but “strongly
encourage individuals who
cannot social distance to
wear face coverings and
support businesses displaying
signs requiring face masks
to be worn in business
establishments to reduce the
spread of COVID-19.”

her life as her own.
“Hope is hugging me,
holding me in its arms,
wiping away my tears and
telling me that today and
tomorrow and two days from
now I will be just fine and I’m
so delirious I actually dare to
believe it,” Mafi wrote.
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System
changes create
new obstacles
in financial aid
By Catherine Hicks
chicks@usf.edu

A

t the beginning of the
semester, Alexendra
Davis was planning
to use her financial aid refund to
save for a new car.
But when one of her thirdparty scholarships processed
late, Davis, a senior mass
communications major at USF
St. Petersburg, was notified of
an overaward and that she now
owed $800 to the school.
Davis found herself in one of
the various difficulties students
face when utilizing financial
aid.
“The money from the
scholarship should have come
as a refund to me, but instead it
felt like I was being punished
for earning scholarships to pay
for college,” Davis said. “I was
forced to take out another loan
– an unsubsidized loan at this
point, where interest is accrued
from the get go.”
When Davis inquired as
to why the overaward had
occurred, she was told she’d
“reached her financial aid limit.”
“I don’t know the details, but
they take what your (estimated
family contribution) is towards
your school, and subtract your
total (cost of attendance) and
that becomes your amount
of financial aid,” Davis said.
“Despite my dependent tax
status, my parents live in
Massachusetts and do not pay
towards my living expenses or
school.
“Everyone (in financial aid)
was generally friendly when I
was trying to communicate and
find information, and though
there was not a ton they could
do, they did try and make an
effort to fix the issue.”
The financial stress of an
overaward and subsequent
unexpected bill is a
commonality for many students.
For those who already utilized
their available loans or don’t
qualify for federal loans, an
overaward can force them to
pay out-of-pocket.
“Overawards occur any
time a student is awarded aid
they are ineligible for or that
exceeds applicable limits,” said
Erin Dunn, director of financial
aid and scholarships at USF St.
Petersburg.
The most common causes
of an overaward are a student’s
cost of attendance, which serves
as a cap for the total amount
of aid a student can receive,
availability of unmet need and
an equity cap on need-based

aid awarded.
“We are required to resolve
the overage to ensure the total
of all awards do not exceed
the cost of attendance,” Dunn
said. “We have to return some
of the aid already received…
the potential for an overaward
occurs every time the student
awards are adjusted.”
Overawards are not the only
obstacles students must navigate
in order to get financial aid.
USF has undergone a host
of changes recently, including
consolidation, which stripped
the St. Petersburg and SarasotaManatee campuses of their
singular accreditation. The
COVID-19 pandemic that
forced most communications
online and cancelled many
in-person gatherings has only
added to the challenges students
face.
One such change that
occurred as a result of
consolidation was a migration
of all USF email accounts from
Gmail to Outlook, or Microsoft
Office 365, over the week of
March 16 to 22. This migration
changed all official university
communications to the outlook
email address, and required
students to begin utilizing it.
However, for some students
who had grown accustomed
to their Gmail account, the
email migration caused more
problems.
For Allison Kelly, a senior
marketing major at the Tampa
campus, the email migration
inhibited her from making
contact with financial aid when
she first noticed an issue on her
OASIS account.
Kelly, who had used her
Florida prepaid the previous
two semesters at USF, expected
her payments to post to her
OASIS account as it had in
previous semesters. This year
she watched as the payment
due date passed, with no money
appearing in her account.
“(I was) initially really
freaked out,” Kelly said. “(It)
made me very stressed about
what was going to happen, and
if I’d be able to pay for my
classes on time.”
Kelly waited a few days
to see if it would post to her
account and finally emailed
financial aid, unknowingly
making a mistake by using her
Gmail email account instead
of her newly assigned Outlook
account.
She then waited a week for
a response – which never came.
Finally, Kelly realized she’d

DARNELL HENDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

used her Gmail account instead
of the Microsoft account, which
she says is “difficult to access
from any device.”
“(Using the wrong email)
is why they didn’t email me
back, they didn’t even reply
telling me I had to use my
Microsoft account to discuss
these matters,” Kelly said. “All
my emails are forwarded to
my Gmail anyway so it’s not a
security measure if you ask me.
“It was truly annoying the
lack of communication from
them for a whole week and then
when I emailed the same email
through my Microsoft account
they replied within minutes,”
Kelly said.“It was a true hassle
to get in contact with the
financial aid office. Apparently
I have used up all of my FLPP, I
have yet to verify this though.”
Dunn admitted that the shift
to virtual operations has been
“very difficult” for financial aid
offices attempting to remain
in contact with students and
parents who have questions
about the financial aid process.
“While classes were being
adapted to online/remote
format, there was some
precedent on how to do that,”
Dunn said. “However, for
many of the administrative
offices, there wasn’t that same
kind of precedent for adapting
remotely. We had to learn how
to do things differently between
various staff members located
across the Tampa Bay Area and
other offices, as well as our
interaction with students and
their families.”
The difficulties also come at
the busiest time of the year for
financial aid – the start of a new
academic school year.
“Our largest call volume is
during the summer going into
fall…,” Dunn said. “We also
start awarding Fall aid in June
(also while operating remotely)
and that increases questions as
well. After some research, the
Five 9 remote phone system was
identified to forward the office
calls to our home computers.”
Five 9 is a call rerouting
software that utilizes IP
telephone calls and cloud
contact center software in order
to allow calls placed to financial
aid to be received by employees
that are working remotely.
Dunn recognizes the
difficulty surrounding parent
and student’s confusion in
financial aid this semester.
“It’s scary enough to send
a child off to college, but even
more so when the ability to

speak with someone in person
is prohibited to a pandemic,”
Dunn said. “I feel that’s an
important part of my job: to
help alleviate anxiety and
calm those fears, and this year

we couldn’t. So, we learned
and adapted. We became very
proficient in using MS teams
for virtual appointments, rather
than one-on-one in office
appointments.”

COURTESY OF ALEXENDRA DAVIS

Alexendra Davis, a senior mass communications
student at the St. Petersburg campus, lives
off campus with her boyfriend and cat in an
apartment they pay for together.

PATRICK TOBIN | THE CROW’S NEST

Allison Kelly, a senior transfer marketing student
at USF, struggled to get in contact with financial
aid after using the wrong email platform.
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Homecoming week goes virtual
By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

A

COURTESY OF ISRAEL HICKEY

Israel Hickey is a junior
biology major running for
homecoming royalty.

Skyler Adams, Aldo Jesus
and Noelle Bederman
are also running for
homecoming royalty, but
did not respond to ‘The
Crow’s Nest’s’ requests
for photos and comment.

COURTESY OF SARA HENK

Sara Henk is a junior
accounting major running
for homecoming royalty.

round the clock
meetings with all
three campuses
and the entire Harborside
Activities Board could
only mean one thing – it’s
Homecoming season.
Savannah Kunkle, a junior
history major, was the primary
worker on Homecoming week
this year.
Kunkle, now a paid
employee of the Harborside
Activities Board (HAB), said
she had worked as a volunteer
with HAB’s Homecoming
week preparations in 2018
and 2019.
The choice to move
homecoming week virtual
was a hard one, Kunkle said.
“We have had meetings
since April on trying to
make it fun,” Kunkle said.
“We made it in-person then
changed it.”
But Kunkle believes
the move to a virtual
Homecoming week isn’t all
bad.
“We have more monetary
flexibility now,” she said. “We
can add to prizes and swag
bags.”
With the virtual move,
another question came in the
form of student turnout.
Student Government’s
special election, also held
virtually, only drew 30 voters,
or 0.78 percent of the campus’
eligible voting population.
Kunkle was not worried,
however. As of Oct. 1, there
were over 100 votes in for
Homecoming royalty.
“I will say that it’s a very
close race,” Kunkle said.
Homecoming week started
on Sunday with HAB’s virtual
“Launch Party Live,” where
musician Levi Stephens
performed.
On Monday, Oct. 5,
students can reserve spots
via PeteSync to have their
fortunes read by a fortune
teller.
Tuesday serves as casino
game night, in which students
can play classic games like
poker for prizes.
Wednesday’s event, “A
Night to Dismember” is a

virtual murder mystery party,
where students can sign up
in teams to solve a whodunit
crime. Participates in this
event are also eligible to win
prizes.
Homecoming royalty
will also be crowned on
Wednesday.
On Thursday, students
can attend a virtual “night
of magic” to see a magician
perform.
Students will be able to
“step into the ‘20s” on Friday
in a virtual reality space
created by HAB.
Lastly, on Saturday,
students can participate in a
Madden 21 tournament to win
a copy of Madden NFL 21.
USF’s Homecoming
football game starts at 7 p.m.
on Saturday.
Arguably the most
notorious part of
Homecoming week is the
crowning of Homecoming
royalty.
The St. Petersburg campus
saw seven self-nominations
for homecoming court this
year, more than both the
Tampa and Sarasota-Manatee
campuses.
“I always wanted to run
for homecoming since high
school,” said junior biology
major Israel Hickey. “I’ve
wanted to try since high
school and just never put
myself to it … I wanted to
try and make the most of this
year.”
Senior business analytics
and information systems
major Anastasia D’Ausilio is
also running for homecoming
royalty.
“I fell in love with the
homecoming traditions my
first year of school, from
the CarniBull to the ball,”
D’Ausilio said. “I like to be
involved on campus and show
my school spirit.”
D’Ausilio hopes to win
homecoming royalty with
Sara Henk, who is her little
in Delta Sigma Pi, USF St.
Petersburg’s professional
business fraternity.
Henk, a junior accounting
major, is also hoping to win
with D’Ausilio.
“I chose to run for
homecoming royalty because

I feel like it would be a great
opportunity to represent
USF St. Petersburg in a new
way and help represent our
students,” Henk said.
Veronica Jimenez, a junior
political science major and
SG senator, is also running for
homecoming royalty.
“I thought (running for
royalty) was another great
way to be involved on
campus,” Jimenez said. “I
am very passionate about this
campus and this school, as I
have also been in SG for three
years.”
Jimenez said she had no
preference for who she won
with, if she wins homecoming
royalty.
“The court is filled with
awesome students,” Jimenez
said.
Homecoming royalty
expressed their excitement
for the homecoming week
festivities.
“I am so excited for the
homecoming football game,
as it is so much fun to share
school spirit with everyone
else,” D’Ausilio said.
Henk also looked forward
to the football game.
Hickey said the event he
looks forward to most for
Homecoming week is casino
game night.
Jimenez echoed the
sentiments of her fellow
homecoming royalty
nominees.
“I am very excited for
the fortune teller … as well
as casino night and the
Homecoming football game,”
Jimenez said.
Homecoming royalty
nominees Skyler Adams, Aldo
Jesus and Noelle Bederman
did not respond to The Crow’s
Nest’s requests for comment.
Kunkle said no matter who
wins, she is confident that
the nominees will positively
represent USF St. Petersburg.
“Being Homecoming
royalty is being a campus
representative,” Kunkle said.
“Royalty must uphold the
standards and traditions of
the campus and community.
I’m very proud of all the
candidates, and I think no
matter who wins, it will be a
good choice.”

COURTESY OF VERONICA JIMENEZ

Veronica Jimenez is a
junior political science
major running for
homecoming royalty.

COURTESY OF ANASTASIA D’AUSILIO

Anastasia D’Ausilio is a
senior business analytics
and information systems
major running for
homecoming royalty.

COURTESY OF USF ST PETERSBURG HOMECOMING

USF St. Petersburg’s Homecoming week events started Oct. 4 and will continue until the Homecoming football game on Oct. 10. Homecoming
royalty winners will be announced Oct. 7.
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Senioritis worsened by pandemic woes
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COURTESY OF MARK PARKER

Mark Parker is a senior
mass communications
major.
By Mark Parker
CONTRIBUTOR

W

hen Thomas
Paine wrote:
“These are the
times that try men’s souls,”
in 1776, I am pretty sure he
was referring to his bout of
senioritis. Despite being 224
years old, Paine’s words could
not ring truer.
We’ve all experienced
senioritis. For some it was
only a few years ago. For
people like me, it has been
since dial-up internet. It’s like
chicken pox – worse when
you are older. Regardless of
how long it has been, for us
college seniors it is back and
more virulent than ever.
You know the symptoms.
The educational fatigue,
lack of motivation and
crippling anxiety. The not-so
funny thing about the anxiety

is that the more you worry
about balancing your current
workload and what the near
future holds, the less you
accomplish. The less you
accomplish the further behind
you get, which leads to even
more anxiety.
It is the definition of a
vicious cycle.
Speaking of balancing
workloads, for most seniors
it is not just academics and
clubs. It is also work, taking
care of a house, pets and
bills. It is grocery stores, car
repairs, credit scores and I
don’t have time to do all this
damn laundry. For some, this
even includes taking care of a
family.
While students and
psychologists would agree
that senioritis is real, it is not
an official medical diagnosis.
The thing is, 2020’s
seniors are also experiencing
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Writing about COVID-19’s
effect on senioritis, not to
mention everything else that
has gone on this year, gives
me the same thought I have
when I am sitting down to do
my schoolwork these days:
“where do I begin?”
I moved here alone from
Crystal River to attend USF
St. Petersburg, and because I
have always loved the area. I
have no family, no girlfriend,
no roommates and no good
friends here. I can’t even have
pets, although, “Caroline,”
the stray cat I befriended, has
been an emotional lifesaver
at times. I did have my

BUDGET, continued from P1
“Public higher education
has perhaps never faced such
financial obstacles,” Currall
said.
The Board of Governors,
which oversees Florida’s
public universities, has
ordered each school to cut its
budget by 8.5 percent by June
30, 2021, with still more cuts
likely after that.
At USF, which last month
froze hiring, salary increases
and university-related travel,
that means a reduction of
$36.7 million.
The St. Petersburg campus
must cut $3.1 million, which
Regional Chancellor Martin
Tadlock said “we have
mostly achieved” by “cutting

salaries among campus senior
leadership, freezing open
positions and other nonpersonnel related items.”
“Any remaining reductions
will be identified in
partnership with our multicampus deans and support
area vice presidents,” he
said in a message to campus
faculty and staff.
“There have been no
conversations” yet about
faculty layoffs or program
reductions, he told The Crow’s
Nest.
University spokeswoman
Carrie O’Brion said that
Tadlock will take an 8 percent
reduction on his salary of
$315,000. No one else in St.

classmates, co-workers, and
the beach and bars downtown
to keep me company. Until I
didn’t.
When things got bad
at the end of March, I was
fortunate enough to work
from home for a few weeks.
Then I was laid off. The
end of the spring semester
coincided with the height of
St. Petersburg’s lockdown and
COVID-19 restrictions. I had
no school, no work, no human
interaction and not even the
beach. I did have a lot more
stress, a pool and alcohol.
Summer semester began
but that was only two classes.
A meme circulated that
said something to the effect
of “we’ll come out of this
lockdown either a master chef
or an alcoholic.” I wouldn’t
call myself a master chef or
an alcoholic, but let’s just say
I got better at cooking and
drinking. When the beaches
and restaurants started
opening up, I began to make
up for lost time.
Then came the fall. I was
excited to go back to a full
load, but it did not take long
for the senioritis to set in.
Taking everything online,
trying to lock myself inside
alone for long periods of
time again, social unrest, a
political system in shambles,
a struggling economy and
the fear of how the ongoing
pandemic will playout during
flu season has all exacerbated
this.
So, I carried on the
tradition I started months

before when I got stressed and
wanted to get out of my own
head. I would go out drinking.
I could also finally go see
family in Crystal River, and
have friends come down to
visit. However, all of these
things seemed to make me
more behind in my studies,
which made my senioritis
worse. Here comes that
vicious cycle.
Now would usually be the
part of the story where I give
you helpful tips on how to
combat your senioritis.
That is not going to happen
here.
You can google those, but
I assure you there is nothing
that integrates that recurring
problem with a global
pandemic and the myriad
of craziness that 2020 never
seems to run out of.
On Friday, the president
was flown to Walter Reed
Hospital after testing positive
for COVID-19, less than two
weeks after our governor
completely reopened the
state. There is no manual for
dealing with this pandemic.
These are the times that
try men’s and women’s
souls, indeed. So, do your
best. Sometimes that will be
enough, and sometimes it
might not be.
I think that’s okay right
now.
You are not alone, and
one day we will look back
and brag that we didn’t only
survive 2020, but we also
graduated in it.

Petersburg is getting a salary
cut, she said.
The other cuts (and
tentative amounts) announced
by Currall include:
** $13.4 million in
“colleges,” $4.9 million
in “academic support,”
$6.5 million in “university
business support,” $6.9
million at USF Health and
$1.9 million at USF SarasotaManatee.
** Salary reductions for
senior leadership, starting
with a 15 percent cut for
Currall (whose base salary
is $575,000) and cuts of 6 to
10 percent for his “leadership
team.”
** Holds, “where
possible,” on new
construction, renovations and
deferred maintenance.

** Refinancing of some
outstanding debt at lower
rates.
The university athletics
department is making cuts
that will save an estimated
$2.5 million.
The department announced
that it will lay off 30 staff
members and impose salary
cuts or furloughs for the
remaining salaried staff
members.
Football coach Jeff Scott,
men’s basketball coach Brian
Gregory and Michael Kelly,
the vice president of athletics,
are taking 15 percent salary
cuts.
Nancy McCann
contributed to this report,
which includes information
from the Tampa Bay Times
and WUSF Public Media.
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A fitting end to years of struggle

By Patrick Tobin
tobinp1@usf.edu

I

was 5 years old on
June 8, 2004, the
day the Tampa Bay
Lightning won the Stanley
Cup for the first time.
It was my sister’s
birthday and I had been
at St. Joseph’s Hospital in
Tampa all day, undergoing
tests for a heart condition
I was diagnosed with the
previous year. I fell asleep
in the car on the way home
from the hospital and
almost slept through puck
drop.
It’s unclear how much of
the actual game I remember
from watching that day,
and how much I remember
from watching a replay
of it at least once a week
for the next few months.
Regardless, no Tampa Bay
sports fan can forget the last
few minutes of that game.
The Lightning up 2-1,
Marty St. Louis bleeding
from the bridge of his nose.
Four-on-four play with
Captain Dave Andreychuk
in the penalty box. Nikolai
Khabibulin, better known
at the time as “The Bulin
Wall,” coming out of the
paint to knock a rebound
away from a Calgary
player’s stick with just three
seconds left. And finally,
Dave Mishkin’s iconic “It’s
over, it’s over, it’s over…
the Lightning have won the
Stanley Cup!”
These are just some of
the memories that hit me
on September 28, 2020,
the day the Tampa Bay
Lightning won the Stanley

Cup for the second time.
Yes, I cried.
A few weeks ago, I
wrote a column about my
superstitions during the
Stanley Cup Playoffs. At
the time, the Lightning
were still in the Eastern
Conference Finals, the
series that knocked them
out of the playoffs twice
in their previous three
playoff runs. I was not very
hopeful.
But now, I can
confidently say I’ve
perfected my regimen of
superstitions, and I believe
without a doubt that I am
the reason the Lightning
won the Stanley Cup. NHL,
take this as my formal
petition to put my name on
the cup.
Hear me out.
Most importantly, I
expected the worst. It
helped that in Game 1 of the
Finals, the Lightning looked
like they would get swept
by the Dallas Stars. But in
Game 2 I had nothing to
lose, so I put on a Lightning
T-shirt. It seemed to work,
they tied up the series.
In Game 3 I risked it
all and put on my jersey.
And not just any jersey, a
2004 Nikolai Khabibulin
jersey with a Stanley Cup
Finals patch on it. Risky,
yes, but Steven Stamkos
returned with a goal on his
first shot in his first playoff
appearance this season.
They beat the Stars 5-2 and
went up 2-1 in the series. I
was on to something.
Game 4 is when I
cracked the code. Jersey on,
watching in my apartment

and FaceTiming a friend.
What ensued was one of
the best hockey games
I have ever watched. It
was a constant battle with
both teams coming from
behind and scoring at
key points. Luckily, the
Lighting scraped by with a
5-4 win in overtime after a
controversial penalty led to
a power-play goal. (No, it
wasn’t tripping, but it was
most definitely a penalty.
Fight me, Texas).
Then came Game 5.
Excited by the prospect of
being one game away from
victory I watched with my
parents. The jersey was
still on, but I had messed
with the universe too much.
Dallas won 3-2 and forced
a Game 6. I’m sorry Jon
Cooper, I let you down.
Game 6 it was back to
the apartment, jersey on,

friend FaceTimed. A shutout
by Andrei Vasilevskiy and
goals by Brayden Point
and Blake Coleman led the
Lightning to their second
Stanley Cup in franchise
history.
Years of stress and tears
(sad tears) and trashed
playoff brackets finally gave
way to relief. This win is
not just a satisfying end to
a season that the Lightning
managed to turn around. It’s
not just redemption for last
season’s embarrassing firstround exit. This is the past
five seasons of hard work
and disappointing endings
since the Lightning’s loss to
the Chicago Blackhawks in
2015 finally paying off.
This time there were
no cheering fans or
Thundersticks, but that
didn’t stop me from crying
like I was 5 years old again.

COURTESY OF HELENA DOMINICK

As the Tampa Bay
Lightning stormed the
ice in celebration of
their Stanley Cup win,
I, a grown adult, began
uncontrollably crying.

COURTESY OF TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING ON TWITTER

The Tampa Bay Lightning pose with the Stanley Cup after their win in Game
6 of the Finals.

W hat to do t his we e k : Oc t . 5 -Oc t . 1 1
By Aya Diab
ayadiab@usf.edu
MONDAY
Confused about
the constitutional
amendments in the
state of Florida? The
Center for Leadership
and Civic Engagement
is hosting 2020 Florida
Constitutional Ballot
Amendments from 12
to 1 p.m., accessible
from Microsoft
Teams. Participants
will learn nonpartisan
information about the
amendments and their
potential impact.
TUESDAY
In celebration of
100 years of women’s

right to vote, the
Florida Museum of
Photographic Arts is
hosting the exhibition
Reframed, from 12
to 5 p.m., at 400 N
Ashley Drive Cube
200. The exhibition
will feature four
world renowned
photographers
who examine the
representation of
women in media,
culture and science.
WEDNESDAY
Looking for the
perfect pumpkin?
Hyde Park Village
is bringing back
Pumpkin Patch with

a socially-distant
twist, from 12 to 6
p.m. at 1602 W. Snow
Ave. Proceeds from
the Pumpkin Patch to
benefit The Humane
Society of Tampa Bay.
THURSDAY
Join Harborside
Activities Board
(HAB) for a Night of
Magic, from 7 to 8
p.m., accessible from
Microsoft Teams. Be
ready to be amazed
by the magician Brian
Miller as he performs
his magic tricks.

FRIDAY
Looking for ways to
destress? COMPASS
is hosting the Touring
St. Pete Network:
Painting in St. Pete
from 4 to 5 p.m.,
accessible from
Microsoft Teams. Join
for a relaxing time to
paint the sunset at St.
Petersburg.
SATURDAY
Interested in 3D
art? Photographer
Jim Swallow and Soft
Water Studios in St.
Petersburg’s Warehouse
Arts District announced
2020 Vision –

Focusing on 3D Art,
from 5:05 to 8:08 p.m.,
at Soft Water Studios,
515 22nd St. S. More
than 20 distinguished
St. Petersburg artists
will be featured, along
with their artwork.
SUNDAY
Join USF eSports for
a Slippi Champions
League from 4 to 10
p.m., accessible from
Discord. Attend the
event to watch top
Melee players from
across the nation
compete.
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Student Spotlight:
Meet the girl behind Homecoming week
By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu

F

COURTESY OF SAVANNAH KUNKLE

“I would describe Savannah as the person you can
always depend on to make your day better,” her
mother, Angie Kunkle, said.

rom the beginning of
Savannah Kunkle’s
time at USF St.
Petersburg, she knew she
desired the community
engagement and networking
that the Harborside Activities
Board (HAB) had to offer.
Kunkle, a senior history
major, told The Crow’s Nest
that it was former HAB
President Noah Miller who
encouraged her to join the
organization.
“(Miller) was my campus
tour guide and suggested that
I got involved with HAB as
a volunteer,” Kunkle said.
“In my freshman year, it was
a really great way to meet
people and be involved…”
As a major player in
student life, HAB calls for
students like Kunkle seeking a
say in activities and resources
that can be offered to fellow
Bulls.
“HAB is really just one
big family,” Kunkle said. “It’s
a really strong team and I’m
proud of how we all come
together.”
Now as a senior, she is the
Director of Traditions and
takes on the responsibility of
keeping campus-wide legacies
alive.
“When I became the
Director of Traditions, I
immediately loved the role
because I was in charge of
planning these important
events and traditions…
because these events…
connect us to our legacy
at USF as well as to the
community as a whole,”
Kunkle said. “These are the
events that students will really
remember.”
A premiere event that
Kunkle tasked with managing

is Homecoming, as well as its
corresponding festivities and
events.
“Homecoming week is
one of the most important
traditions we have on
campus and I really wanted
to be able to give back to the
students and the community
here – especially since the
community here at USF St.
Petersburg is so strong,”
Kunkle said.
As a signature starter
to the academic year,
Homecoming served as
a perfect opportunity for
Kunkle to show where she
shines despite the obstacles
put in front of her.
“My parents taught me
to be a multi-tasker,” Kunkle
said. “That’s really helped in
terms of all the things I’ve
had to plan — even just in
this past week.”
While Homecoming has
gone virtual, Kunkle’s efforts
to make the event special are
not compromised.
“I was able to bring in a
fortune teller from California
as well as a musician from
Maryland – both obviously
would not have been able to
come had the events been inperson,” Kunkle said.
On top of overseeing this
major event, Kunkle balances
a history major, an art history
minor and is the president of
the campus’s photography
club.
“Being creative has not
only allowed me to come
up with original ideas but
it has also helped with my
art history studies,” Kunkle
said. “And being president
of the photography club…
has helped me to market
visually and has given me the
opportunity to work alongside
the director of design.”
Family and friends

recognize Kunkle’s efforts
in both her studies and
extracurriculars.
“Savannah has always
been set apart from others by
her level of dedication and
determination,” Kunkle’s
mother, Angie, said. “She
has the ability to achieve
absolutely anything she puts
her mind to. I am looking
forward to seeing what the
future brings.”
Kayla Hopper, Kunkle’s
best friend and former
roommate, describes her as
“extremely intelligent, caring,
witty and committed to her
passions.”
At home, Kunkle and her
family are competitive in
fantasy football.
“Some of my best
memories with Savannah
center around football,”
Angie Kunkle said. “In 2017,
we were fortunate enough
to attend the Pro Bowl
practice session when Justin
Tucker, who is known to be
Savannah’s secret weapon
in fantasy football, kicked
an impressive 75 yard field
goal right in front of us. She
reminds us of this amazing
moment several times each
season.”
Kunkle’s attitude inspires
those around her.
“She always looks on the
bright side of things,” Hopper
said. “That is something that
seems to be in short supply
these days.”
In the future, Savannah
hopes to be able to travel the
world – either to study abroad
or to see all of the art she’s
studied.
“I want to travel to Old
Europe and see some of the
classical architecture there,”
Kunkle said. “One day, I hope
to be a museum curator.”

COURTESY OF SAVANNAH KUNKLE

“I admire how deeply committed (Kunkle) is to
her job, school and friends. She strives to see the
good in people no matter what,” Kayla Hopper
said.

COURTESY OF SAVANNAH KUNKLE

“In my time in HAB I’ve been really fortunate to have been able to collaborate
with some of our organizations on campus,” Savannah Kunkle said.

